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Hoping court upholds
Sussex decision
I moved permanently to Sussex
County in June 2009, but have
watched with great interest the
many land-use controversies covered by your paper. As someone
with both an advanced degree and
years’ experience working with
zoning issues within the community development ﬁeld, the topic
always interests me. However, my
concern as a new resident who
chose to retire to this beautiful
area near the ocean far outweighs
my academic interest.
I have heard the labels “from
here’s” and “come here’s” to distinguish between those born and
raised in Sussex County vs. those
of us who have relocated here. Do
these labels truly have validity in
discussing, reviewing and approving (or not) zoning variances?
Don’t all Sussex County residents,
and especially property owners,
have the same rights and interests
in seeing the best possible use of
land, so that we can all live with
the best quality of life possible? Or
are we actually talking about the
“have’s” and “have not’s” - those
who “have” land to develop, and
those “having not” land (other
than their home).
And are all land-use proposals
created equally? I am sure a majority of planning, zoning and public ofﬁcials will agree that some
developments proposed are not
the highest and best use of land
and greatest beneﬁt to the community. Based on the many reviews, public meetings and hearings, and public comments on the
Village Centre proposal, a majority of Sussex County elected representatives voted to reject this development proposal as not worthy
of approval as a conditional use - a
variance.
Our elected representatives ex-

ercised their responsibility to vote
based on all the information received and heard from the development team, the planning and
zoning commission, local government ofﬁcials, civic organizations
and the public at large. To single
out one county council representative for doing her job in this way
is an affront to the representative
form of government in our country and county. To restrict any
county council representative
from hearing opinions expressed
at county hearings and/or community meetings is to limit our
representatives’ abilities to learn
as much as possible before making
an educated decision.
I truly appreciate that the Cape
Gazette provides an open forum
for public opinion and hope and
pray that the Court of Chancery’s
decision is a ﬁnal statement of reason supporting the Sussex County
Council’s actions.

Dorothy Dobbyn
Millsboro

Deaver and council
should be saluted
Let us be sure we have
Lingo/Townsend Associates’ harassment “lawsuit” straight: Joan
Deaver should be censured because she may have had personal
views on the rampant over-development drowning Delmarva.
She’s also “guilty” of listening to
her constituents and representing
their interests rather than doing
the bidding of developers.
Lingo/Townsend Associates asserts that yellow signs should not
be the basis of decision-making,
etc. As homeowners who had two
of those signs in our yard, signed
petitions and had numerous conversations with Lewes citizens,
the only people we heard supporting the development were two
real estate agents.
The council made the right decision. On the one side you had
Lewes citizens’ concerns about
the negative impact of the density
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Beebe should have more respect for volunteers
The Beebe Medical Center boasts a complement of committed community members who
act as volunteers. They give of their time, energies and talents to ensure that vital positions on
both local campuses (that cost effectively might
remain unmanned) are ﬁlled. These folks ask
naught in return. Twice a year, Beebe Medical
Center entertains invaluable volunteers at luncheons - well-deserved recognition for the hours of
dedicated service.
Recently, volunteers received a letter from the
hospital stating that the spring luncheon this
year would include only those members who
would be recognized.
This, in order for Jeff Fried and Jan McCarty
to have an opportunity to interact on a more personal level. Let’s get serious!
At Christmas, during the luncheon held at Epworth and catered by the hospital, Jeff Fried visits all tables with a personal graciousness that is
notable. He and Jan McCarty don aprons, and
of development. On the
Lingo/Townsend Associates side
you had greed.
Joan Deaver is a dedicated ofﬁcial serving the public interest in
an area where too many ofﬁcials
serve the interests of the developers and no one else. Joan Deaver
and the council shouldn’t be sued
- they should be saluted.

Ellie and John O’Toole
Lewes

Sussex council shouldn’t
be intimidated
To the residents of Lewes and
surrounding area:
It was very interesting to read
in the March 26 Cape Gazette that
Lingo-Townsend Associates has
decided to sue both Sussex County and speciﬁcally Councilwoman
Joan Deaver. This action is both
antithetical to a representative
democracy and hypocritical.
Joan Deaver campaigned on a
commitment to represent the issues of her constituents speciﬁcal-

with dipping spoons in hand, drop luncheon delicacies on the plates of each person who attends,
along with a personal greeting. Volunteers are
recognized individually for years of service at
each spring luncheon with a presentation of
pins, handshakes and personal words of thanks
to each member from the executive board including Fried and McCarty.
If Beebe Medical Center had to pay part-time,
no-beneﬁts wages to these people, it would far
exceed the cost of a “thank you” afternoon of fellowship and lunch!
Why not call it what it is - a cutback. Of all the
projected outlay of money Beebe Medical Center currently ﬁnds itself facing relative to wrong
decisions, Beebe needs to reinforce the value of
unmitigated servitude evidenced by all of its
complement of volunteers who raise the bar of
the hospital’s character and reputation.
Pastor Maxine McWhorter Ungerbuehler
Lewes

ly in demanding that Sussex
County look after the interests of
the general public as well as the ﬁnancial interests of the developers
and that developers be held accountable for increased demands
for services and infrastructure
that their developments would
create. How does LT Associates
believe that Councilwoman
Deaver is “biased” in representing
the issues she campaigned on and
that her constituents want?
On the hypocrisy side of the
equation, why is LT Associates not
concerned with bias from other
members of the Sussex County
Council after they attended meetings sponsored by the Lingo and
Townsend families and did not recuse themselves from voting on
LT Associates business? Yet, LT
Associates demand that Councilwoman Deaver recuse herself for
representing the interest of her
constituents (while not making
any ﬁnancial gain from this issue)?
Is it possible that only people
who vote against LT Associates

are “biased?”
It is very clear that LT Associates is trying to intimidate speciﬁc
members of the Sussex County
Council. This tactic will not succeed if we, the people, show our
support for Councilwoman
Deaver and Councilmen Cole and
Vincent and hold Lingo Townsend
accountable for their action both
in pushing uncontrolled growth
and in attempting to intimidate
our elected representatives.

Thomas S. Panetta
Richard W. Scalenghe
Lewes

Cape Region must remain
ever vigilant
The recent lawsuit ﬁled by attorneys for Lingo-Townsend
against Sussex County Council
and Councilwoman Joan Deaver
personally illustrates the prevailing mindset of some of the large
developers in the area, and it

Continued on page 8

Eden aims to stimulate a greener Delaware
hat is it going to
take to get our
state’s economy
moving toward a
greener, leaner, more efﬁcient
and less wasteful future resulting in a more sustainable environment and more jobs?
Dr. Kim Furtado, a naturopathic physician, D.C. Kuhns, a
veteran of the renewable energy
industry, and Lori Lake, a business systems strategist – all local
folks – believe the answer lies in
converting environmental challenges into economic opportunities. For many years, Furtado has
championed naturalistic solutions to personal health issues
and has promoted associated
initiatives through her Delmarva
Community Wellnet foundation.
Now she has joined forces with
others to expand those initiatives into healthy economic
stimulation by forming a community service program called
Eden, an acronym that stands

W
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Forney »
for Energize Delaware Now.
By establishing a clearinghouse for entrepreneurs, business people and policy makers,
the Eden initiative aims to “help
the community solve some of
Delaware’s resource problems
while creating new permanent
businesses, jobs and environmental awareness.” Starting
with its 17th annual Holistic Fair,
which will be held Saturday,
April 24, at Cape Henlopen High
School, the group will begin promoting green initiatives. It also
plans to hold a series of town

»

For more information about
Eden and the Delmarva
Community Wellnet, go to
thewellnet.org.

meetings designed to bring people together who can identify
green opportunities and start
new businesses that will create
sustainable jobs.
“Nature doesn’t create systems where waste is produced
and not used by other parts of
the system,” said Furtado.
“That’s the way we think an ecologically minded economy
should operate as well.
Kuhns pointed toward an example. “Dogﬁsh Head has
teamed up with Bella’s Cookies
to use what’s left over from its
hops and barley used in the
brewing process to create a dog
treat known as Dog Bark.
They’ve already produced 500
bags of the product and more is
in the works. It’s practically
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DR. KIM FURTADO, left, and D.C. Kuhns want their Eden project to create sustainable, eco-friendly jobs for Delawareans.

running off the shelves. That’s
waste being recycled for reuse.
That’s a business solution in harmony with the environment.”
Kuhns said the Bluewater
Wind initiative, which resulted
in a contract between Delmarva

Power and Bluewater Wind to
support an offshore wind farm
in the ocean off Delaware,
sparked an interest in the state
that has energized eco-friendly
Continued on page 8
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should be a wake-up call to all the
property owners of Lewes, Rehoboth, Dewey and eastern Sussex County.
Lingo-Townsend had presented
a commercial project to the Lewes
community that the majority of
people in Lewes rejected. Their
elected representatives, including
councilmen George Cole, Mike
Vincent and Deaver, reflected the
view of the community that the
project was inappropriate for their
town and for eastern Sussex
County and voted against the project 3-2. Lingo-Townsend did not
accept the will of the citizens
gracefully and withdraw the project or go back to the drawing
board to gain community approval. Rather, they directed their
attorneys to sue the council and
Deaver personally as punishment
for opposing their plan.
Here in Dewey Beach we have
fought a three-year battle against
Dewey Beach Enterprises (DBE)
which proposed a hotel complex
at Ruddertowne that violated the
town’s 35-foot height limit in effect
since 1981. Dewey Beach Enterprises unfortunately seems to
have overpaid Highway One for
the property and while DBE has
installed some attractive businesses at Ruddertowne, the developer
also has continued to press for a
68-foot hotel despite an 86 percent vote by the property owners
of Dewey Beach in favor of the
longstanding height limit. DBE
currently has four lawsuits pending against the town, (one of
which has been decided favorably
for the town but, of course, is on
appeal by the developer) and DBE
is also using the tactic of suing individual commissioners personal-

Barefootin’
Continued from page 7
initiatives. “We’re working with
a group that will outfit a Sussex
County chicken house with
rooftop solar panels providing
98 percent of the house’s electrical needs. In addition, we’re
working with another Sussex
County enterprise to light the
inside of the house with lightemitting diodes which are far
more efficient than conventional
light sources.”
The Eden initiative wants to
start with agricultural. Its members would like to bring a Pennsylvania enterprise model to
Delaware’s dairy industry. “A
group there collects manure
from dairy operations, paying
farmers more for the manure
than it is worth to them for their
fields,” said Kuhns. “The group
creates a nutrient-rich gray water slurry and sells it to golf
courses. They also have an
anaerobic digester that converts
manure into methane gas to
power a turbine that creates
electricity sold to the regional
grid. They use the remaining
solid residue as a compost component.”

ly. The citizens of Rehoboth,
Lewes and Dewey Beach have organized in our respective communities to encourage positive development and fight that which does
not fit the size and character of
our coastal towns. We have all
spent thousands of hours fighting
high-priced attorneys, PR people
and even local Realtors who may
not own property in our towns,
but who harass the legitimate
property owners and elected officials who stand with them. In
Dewey, we witnessed a new low
recently when a commissioner
supported by the BAR-PAC (composed of local developers and bar
owners Dewey Beach Enterprises,
Highway One and others) tried to
embarrass and intimidate Commissioner Diane Hanson by bringing a box of condoms to Town
Hall, presenting them to a town
employee and urging that he use
them in his interaction with Mrs.
Hanson “to prevent propagation
of the species.” A Realtor who
owns no property in Dewey inserted herself into the town council meeting, defended Commissioner Pryzgocki’s demeaning and
intimidating action and angered
many of the property owners who
urged him to resign to save the
town further embarrassment and
liability.
If developers in Sussex County
present a project to the local community and the community rejects
it on the merits, it is not acceptable to harass, intimidate and sue
personally the public officials who
oppose that development. It is not
okay to try to intimidate property
owners who speak out against that
development, and who organize to
elect public officials who courageously stand up to big developers
and the squads of paid advocates
they employ to attack citizens and
public officials. It is not acceptable

The group is also impressed
by the new Millsboro municipal
wastewater treatment facility
built by Cabe Associates which
has installed so-called purple
pipes designed to make treated
wastewater available for recycling. “They would like to make
their treated wastewater available to NRG’s Indian River power plant for their cooling towers
as an alternate to using river water.”
Eden hopes to help entrepreneurs tap into grants to help finance green solutions that create jobs including seeking funds
available through the federal
government’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. At
this year’s Holistic Fair, they will
offer spaces to vendors showing
off eco-friendly solutions and
roll out some of their ideas for
raising awareness and creating a
consciousness that will encourage a healthier economic and
environmental future.
“We want to be part of creating solutions instead of just
fighting problems,” said Kuhns.
“It’s unsustainable for the government to solve everything.
This recession is offering a good
opportunity to retool and we
want to be part of it.”
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to use intimidation - in any form.
I hope the property owners of
Dewey Beach, Rehoboth and
Lewes take a look at the harassment and intimidation of our
elected officials and stand up for
the public officials and the towns
they are trying to protect. When
the developers attack our citizens’
groups or try to intimidate our
members, I hope the property
owners see through the attacks
and speak out. In last year’s election, one of the developers here
put up a billboard attacking members of our citizens’ group for supporting candidates who were not
endorsed by his pro-development
BAR-PAC. In the last two years,
Save Our City (SOC), Citizens to
Preserve Dewey (CPD) and Managing Growth Around Lewes have
all been attacked by developers
and their advocates.
Last year, the dearly departed
and wonderful SOC founder Nancy Martin was the subject of a personal complaint under state election laws. Her alleged offense was
for legitimately informing Rehoboth citizens about the candidates running in the election and
the election process itself. That
complaint was laughed out of existence but the arrogance and intimidation behind the attack on
Nancy apparently remains. We all
know what happens when a bully
is allowed to pick off people one
by one, and if we look the other
way while courageous people in
each community are targeted we
will have the Ocean City/Atlantic
City we deserve, the wholesale asphalt paving of Sussex County
farmland for private profit and the
quality of our beach towns lost
forever. We won’t get a second
chance to do it right.
We only have one way to preserve the coastal towns that we
cherish and to encourage the kind
of growth that will strengthen the
fabric of our communities, and
that is to stand together.

Joy Howell
Joan Claybrook
Melanie Odlum
Anne Duffin
Dewey Beach
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the proceedings that the application could not have received a fair
hearing as long as she participated
in the proceedings.”
Since Councilman George Cole
frequently votes with Joan Deaver,
the Lingo-Townsend group must
believe the alleged “tainting” impacted the vote of Councilman
Mike Vincent.
This claim is an insult to Mike
Vincent. It suggests his vote was
not arrived at fairly and objectively. If there is any validity to this
claim, then we have to wonder
why Mike Vincent wasn’t unduly
influenced by Joan Deaver when
he voted for the Cottagedale and
Ocean Park applications.
Developers are used to getting
their way in Sussex County. This
time Lingo-Townsend Associates
did not, so they filed a lawsuit.
Citizens who opposed Cottagedale and Ocean Park don’t
have the money to afford lawyers
to appeal these decisions. But this
is of no concern to LingoTownsend Associates. They have
the funds to sue and we taxpayers
will have to pay to defend against
this lawsuit.

Joanne Cabry
Rehoboth Beach

Begging to differ with
commentary
According to the young Realtor,
Casey Kenton, it’s only reasonable
to allow Plantation Road to become another Route 1. Maybe he’s
out to make a buck at the expense
of a multitude of Sussex County
citizens who reside on Plantation
Road. How would Mr. Kenton, in
the name of “economic prosperity,” like a major bypass in front of
his home, or for that matter, a
huge commercial development
right next door?

Mimi Koeppen
Phyllis Lunetta
Peggy Gallagher
Jack and Lois Anderson
Eve Kovalchick
Judy Bruene
Elizabeth Wulken
Plantations
Lewes

Taxpayers will be ones to Reader heading to state
park beach instead
pay for defense
Sussex County Council recently
acted on three land-use applications. They approved Ocean Park
Medical and Professional Complex on Plantation Road and the
Arbors at Cottagedale to be built
on a brownfield. They denied Lingo-Townsend Associates’ application for the Village Centre in
Lewes. Citizens overwhelmingly
opposed all three applications.
Councilman George Cole and
Councilwoman Joan Deaver voted
against all three. Councilman
Mike Vincent voted for the Arbors
and Ocean Park, but voted against
Lingo-Townsend.
Lingo-Townsend Associates
have filed a lawsuit challenging
the county council’s decision. The
suit claims Joan Deaver should
have recused herself.
Now a 2-2 vote would also have
resulted in a denial of the application under county council rules,
but Lingo-Townsend Associates
believe Joan Deaver so “tainted

Kudos to Mr. Melvin, who
wrote about the recent “prohibitive” increase in seasonal parking
passes in Rehoboth Beach. I’ll be
joining Mr. Melvin at the state
beach this year and will be saving
even more money because I won’t
be buying food on the Boardwalk
or shopping in the stores. I think
the city is hurting the full-time
residents with this bad decision.

L. Caffrey
Milton

Jefferson School
appreciates support
I would like to express my sincere thanks to Jen Orlando of Irish
Eyes, Milton and Ellen Passman of
the Milton Theatre. Their dedication to helping support The Jefferson School’s fundraiser, which
was held Saturday, March 20, at
the Milton Theater, is very much
appreciated. The Folk Heroes
performance was amazing and the

children had a blast! Thank you to
everyone who was involved in
making this event such a wonderful experience for all of us.

Connie Hendricks
Head of School
The Jefferson School
Georgetown

Bamforth column was a
real benefit
Last year in January 2009 Tim
Bamforth’s column in the Cape
Gazette headline reading “From
the couch to a 5K in 10 weeks” intrigued me. Never having run I
decided to give it a try. Well, from
the couch to just being a runner
took me 24 weeks and then another six months before I would attempt a 5K, which I did on Feb. 27,
2010 the first race of my adult life.
At 73 years old I ran 32:24 with
the added benefit that the regimen
and training was a great benefit to
my physical well-being also. Many
thanks to Tim’s column and here’s
to a healthy future

Walter D. Webdale
president & CEO
AHC Inc.
Arlington, Va.

Clear Horizons thanks
community
This is to thank everyone who
helped make our open house a
great success. A very special
thank you goes out to Ryan Mavity at the Cape Gazette who wrote
a wonderful article about who we
are and what we are trying to accomplish at Clear Horizons Counseling. Also a very special thanks
to Surf Bagel for their generous
donation of delicious bagels and
cream cheese; Arena’s for their
generous donation of scrumptious
muffins; PNC Bank for help and
support and giveaways for the
open house; Len Wierzbowski
CMT for the massages to anyone
who wanted one at the open
house to relieve any pain or stress;
local artist Karen Apostilico for
adding color and delight to our office with her wonderful paintings;
and anyone I failed to mention,
because there are just so many to
thank.
We at Clear Horizons welcome
anyone to call or come in to talk to
us about various mental health
therapies and how we can help
them to cope better with their
everyday lives.

Connie Hamilton
Clear Horizons Counseling
Lewes

State housing program a
real boost
I am in full support ot the new
program announced by Gov. Jack
Markell and the Delaware State
Housing Authority to help firsttime new home buyers receive reduced loan rates, This program
will assist homebuyers while also
creating construction jobs that
will jumpstart the local economy.
It is about time we have a governor who really works for the residents of Delaware. He is doing a
wonderful job for us.

Lorraine Wasserman
Milton

